Chapter 11.  M-day 

….  So, the first and the most important “mystery of June 22”: the was no order to consummate Plans of Covering, even thought such plans were in lock boxes of every commander, being precisely elaborated and many times proof checked.  
        Such an absence of order to consummate Plan of covering of mobilization and deployment was “naturally supplemented” by absence of order to start open mobilization. Mobilization in USSR was announced not before the commencement of war, and even not on the day of commencement, but on the second day, June 23, 1941. 

        It’s absolutely impossible, crazy situation. Such things never happened before: Germany, Poland, France, Finland, Italy and Belgium – all these countries started their mobilization few days or even few weeks before commencement of war. The only exception was Soviet Union, i.e. the country which many years was preparing for large-scale war with unprecedented to its neighbors scale. Absence of order with regard to nationwide mobilization before the combat actions one could justify by unwillingness to “scare away Hitler” before day decided in Moscow. But absence of order to start mobilization on June 22 is a phenomenon, beyond all rationality. Mobilization arrangements of the first mobilization day (“M-Day”) were planned for hours. Every hour of delay granted to enemy additional advantages. And still – here’s the full text of Decree of Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR:

        “According to Article 49 part “L” of Constitution of USSR Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of USSR announces mobilization on the territory of the following military districts: Leningrad, Baltic special, Western special, Kiev special, Odessa, Kharkov, Orlov, Moscow, Archangelsk, Ural, Siberia, Volga region, North Caucasian and Transcaucasian.

        Mobilization concerns citizens liable for call-up, born between 1905 and 1918 inclusive.

        The first day of mobilization is June 23, 1941. (underlined by me – M.S.)

                                                                        Chief of Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR M.Kalinin

                                                                        Secretary of Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR A.Gorkin

                                                                                         Moscow, Kremlin, June 22, 1941”

        This is the full text of Decree. From beginning till the end. Announcement of mobilization, starting June 23, is such an incredible action, that authors of many books on history, without long debates, call the date of beginning of mobilization “natural and clear” - June 22. Still, the text of Decree was published in all central newspapers and anybody could personally read this striking phrase (“first day of mobilization is June 23”), having called upon filings of yellowish newspapers of 1941.

         G.K.Zhukov understood himself very well all absurdity of situation of NON-announcing mobilization on the day of commencement of war, thus self-forgetfully lying in his memoirs: 

    “…Timoshenko called Stalin and asked for permission to come to Kremlin in order to report draft Decree of Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR with regard to mobilization and formation of General Headquarters, as well as a range of other issues. Stalin answered that he’s busy at the meeting of Politburo and could receive him at 9 o’clock only. (interestingly, what could be more important for so much-talked-about Politburo in morning of June 22, than report of Armed Forces management? What was doing at this time “Politburo” – reading aloud favorite parts of Marx and Engels correspondence? - M.S. ) …Short way from people’s commissariat to Kremlin automobiles of people’s commissar made with maximal speed. We were met by A.Poskrebishev, who immediately followed us to office of I.V.Stalin…” (15, page 268 )
         What do you think, dear reader, how much time would such ride take on “maximal speed” from one building in the center of Moscow to another? Should this testimony of Zhukov be true, then Poskrebishev would open the door of Master to Timoshenko and Zhukov approximately at 9:20 o’clock. 20 minutes is enough to cross the distance from one building to another, show documents to guard and come running upstairs. Alas, “Sign-on book” silently but surely exposes Zhukov as a liar: he and Timoshenko entered Stalin’s office at 14:00. Two o’clock noon. Marshall’s car was rushing for five hours. This time would be enough to reach Staff of Western front in Minsk at “maximal speed”…
        At 16:00 Timoshenko, Zhukov, Kulik, Vatutin and Shaposhnikov left Stalin’s office. “Telegram on announcement of mobilization was signed by people’s commissar of defense on June 22, 1941, at 16 o’clock and taken to Central telegraph office of Ministry of communication at 16:40. Transfer of telegram on mobilization to all republic, territorial, district and regional centers, as provided for by scheme of notification on mobilization, took 26 minutes (from 16:47 till 17:13)” (3, page 107 )
         By coming back to text of crucial Decree (it is really crucial as it determined fate of millions of people) we find out that it lacks any mentioning of invasion by German forces which had already taken place, about treacherous attack of enemy, about sacred duties to protect Fatherland…

         Of itself, such absence of emotions in official document could be considered to be natural. Could be – shouldn't we have at our sight other, no less official documents dated June 22. The first comparison shows, that such coldish clerical style wasn’t typical on that day. Not at all. Here’s text of Decree № 2, sent to Western districts at 7:15 on June 22. It’s strictly confidential document, addressed to Military Soviets of districts. Nobody except for 15 people - recipients and three authors (Timoshenko, Malenkov, and Zhukov) could read it. By no means it’s a document of military propaganda. But have a look at the wrought-up style it’s written with!

       “On June 22, 1941, at 4 o’clock in the morning German aviation without any cause committed raids on our airfields and cities along Western border and bombed it. At the same time in various places German forces opened artillery fire and trespassed our border. 
         In light of unheard-of impudence with which Germany attacked USSR, I ORDER: 

1. Forces with all strength and units to pounce upon enemy and destroy it in regions where it violated the border. 

2. Surveillance and combat aviation to establish places of concentration of enemy’s aviation and grouping of its land forces. 

With powerful blows of bombardment and assault aviation destroy aviation at enemy’s airfields and destroy by bombing groupings of its land forces. 
Aviation blows to perform deep into German territory up to 100-150 km. 
Destroy by bombing Konigsberg and Memel. 
Air strikes on Finland and Romania without special instructions not to perform”. (6, page 432 )
         Decree №2 doesn’t correspond to normal drafting terms of battle orders, neither by form no by content. There’s a standard and it should be followed. This standard is approved not by somebody’s taste, but by Article 90 of Field Service Regulation PU-39 (“First item of order should contain concise characteristics of actions and general grouping of enemy… Second item should contain tasks of neighbors and borders with them. Third item should contain definition of formation’s task and decision of commander, who passed the order…Further items contain particular missions (near and further) to subordinate formations…”). 

          From the position of these terms Decree №2 is nothing but emotional (not to tell - hysterical) yell: “Beat the jerks!” Pounce upon and destroy – this is not a battle order. Where’s the enemy? What kind of forces he has? With what kind of forces, in which grouping should one “pounce upon”? In what directions? In what terms it should be “destroyed”? In what borders? Why had the main task of AF become “destroy by bombing Konigsberg and Memel (Klaipeda)? And since when battle order discusses “unheard-of impudence of enemy”? In light of such documents, coldish style and syllable of Decree of Presidium of Supreme Soviet surprises. Although, let’s repeat it once again, the most amazing thing is not style and syllable, but announcement of mobilization starting from the 2nd day of war!

