        Chapter 2. “Offensive is evidence of superiority”

……………….

…..   First World War was finished by signing the Versailles Treaty, according to which Germany not only lost some territories populated with Germans (i.e. lost part of its call-up men), but also, and this is more important, was debarred to produce and maintain combat aviation, tank forces, middle and large-caliber artillery. In general, Germany was allowed to have maximum 10 land army divisions (Reichswehr). Entente countries even didn’t conceal that their goal was to weaken the military potential of Germany to such extent that it would never be able to return to the “club” of great European countries.  From another point of view, Soviet Russia, notwithstanding the fact that it betrayed its allies in Brest, that new Russian authorities confiscated without any trial the property of British, French and American citizens and companies – wasn’t punished by any sanction. 

          The country of “winning proletariat” didn’t become a rogue state at all (like Libya or North Korea in modern world). Not at all. "Winning proletariat” (consisting of ex-shopkeepers, lumpen-intellectuals or even simply gloomy crooks like Ganetsky) traveled around the world, buying out weapons and military technology, almost publicly recruiting “influential agents”, enticing military and technical specialists by extraordinary amounts of money. Brilliant prophecy of Ulyanov-Lenin that depraved bourgeois West would “provide us with idiots” (in substantial quantities) came true by 200%. 

        Thus, according to a complete mismatch with eternal lamentations of communist propaganda (“History gave us too little time”), notorious “history” (i.e. “valuable idiots” in London, Paris and Washington) gave to Soviet Union much more time for preparation to Great War, than to Germany. Time is extremely important resource. In some cases - determinative. As a famous aphorism reads: “Even nine women can’t give birth to a baby in one month”. Preparation of military specialists (tank men,  artillerymen, pilots, navigators) needs even more time than just a term of normal pregnancy. And to accumulate a multimillion reserve of trained reservists, one needs many years. Germany didn’t have that time, while USSR – had. 

           Still, the task of creating highly efficient army in the mid-20th century wasn’t executed by just time and huge human as well as natural resources.  One also needed up-to-date industry, engineering and scientific personnel. Country lacked this type of resource quite a lot – bolsheviki paid reckless negligence when killed or forced to flee the country most of scientists and engineers. Sikorsky, Seversky and Kartveli were engineering their fighters  somewhere abroad; British and American airplanes were refueled with high-octane gasoline, produced by Ipatieff technique…Stalin, on the contrary, had at his disposal talented youngsters (however, they still were to study more and more and more) and millions of prisoners who could mine incredible amounts of ore, the ore enough to fill up giant channels, dug out by other prisoners. Oh, one could also sell this ore abroad and get in return nice papers with portraits if wise presidents or even gold. But gold is utterly useless metal. You can’t produce even a good nail out of it. It’s even more silly to talk about a golden bayonet (heavy and soft).  

        Solution of a problem was found again in the West. During the toughest economic crisis (late 1920s - beginning of 1930s) upper bourgeoisie of industrially developed countries started selling to Stalin, racing one another and putting away each other from “Soviet feedbox”, defense technology, engineering tools, laboratories, test boards, factories in complete kitting-up. Reckless, immoral and suicidal policy of the West allowed Stalin to turn enormous financial resources (confiscated by force from previous owners as well as created from scratch by millions of kolkhoz and GULAG slaves) into piles of weapons and defense technology. 

         Gigantic plants equipped with up-to-date American and German outfits, turned British tank “Vickers-E” into thousands of copies, called T-26; engineer Christie’s design was converted into thousands of Soviet tanks BT. German licenses allowed to produce 37-mm and 76-mm anti-aircraft guns, as well as famous “sorokopyatka” (forty-five, 45-mm antitank gun).  French aircraft engines, under modest proletarian names M87/M88, were taking into air long-distance bombers DB-3, equipped with American autopilot systems “Sperry”; French aircraft engines, renamed into M100/M103, were installed into Soviet bombers SB. Polikarpov fighters I-15 and I-16, the best in the world, roared with M25/M62 engines (maiden name – American “Wright Cyclone”); aircraft factory, situated near Moscow in Fili (concession of “Junkers”) produced the first in the world heavy four-engined bomber TB-3 with engine M-17 (BMW-6)…

         Dear reader, please try not to look in my book for things which don’t exist in it. I’m not saying that it’s easy to arrange mass production of technically complex types of weapons, even based on foreign equipment, technology, exploiting foreign specialists and licenses. It’s easy to do nothing and waste the heritage of grandsons and great grandsons, pumping crude oil through the pipe, built by fathers and grandfathers. But don’t look for any kind of a "unique miracle” in the history of Soviet industrialization of 1930s. Similar “miracles” have taken place recently (as well as are taking place at the moment) in South Korea, Taiwan, Malaysia, Indonesia, Brazil, India… With the only difference that so-called “peasantry Russia” was producing its own railing and steam trains, automobiles and airplanes, heavy cruisers and almost weightless radio lamps, long before the Bolsheviks came to power. Simply speaking, Russia of 1916 wasn’t the same as Malaysia or Singapore…

         Stalin and his protégés could force people to work. One could argue, how rational such great works were organized from the point of view of “price-result”. It could happen that with normal competitive market organization of work, without stirring, “rush work” and repressions, the colossal investments of 1930s could lead to even bigger outputs. In any event, the “price” bothered Stalin little (prisoners were washing out the gold at Kolyma mines in three shifts, without weekend), while the result was enormous. Soviet “apprentices” definitely outdid their Western “teachers”. 

         Let’s take two typical evidences.  In 1936 Louis-Charles Breguet, the founder of the biggest French aircraft development company (together with “Dassault” it still produces reactive “Mirage”) visited Soviet aircraft factories. After returning back home, he wrote: “Using human resources 10 times bigger than French, the Soviet aircraft development industry produces 20 times more airplanes”.  This phrase has, obviously, more emotions than statistics. But it’s interesting that the same emotions had young Soviet aircraft engineer A.Yakovlev, after he had visited the French aircraft factories in 1936: “Having inspected the French aircraft factories, I automatically compared them with ours. And each time with deep satisfaction I came to a conclusion that in terms of scope and quality of equipment not a single French factory I’ve seen can be compared to any of our ordinary aircraft factory".
        Let’s get away from emotions now and look at dry figures. Already in 1937 Soviet Air forces had 8139 warplanes – approximately the same quantity in two years later will have Germany (4093), England (1992) and USA (2473) all together! By October 1, 1939 the flying stock of the Soviet AF increased half as much again (to 12677 airplanes) and now outdid the total number of aircrafts of all participants who started the World War. 

        In 1940 fighting Germany produced 1877 single-engined destroyers and 3012 bombers, USSR – 4179 and 3301, respectively. Even in 1941, in the state of losses and evacuation of a range of leading factories, Soviet Union outdid Germany by 2.5 times with regard to produced destroyers (7080 v. 2852), lagging behind, though, by number of produced twin-engined bombers (2861 v. 3783)...

…………

….. Another myth, strongly residing in mass consciousness, is COMMUNICATION, to be more precise – its absence, being the rock on which we splitted. 

        Why did this myth have the highest vitality out of all things Soviet historians-propagandists have created? Probably because it is almost a truth. Communication really didn’t exist. During the first hours, days and weeks of war the informational exchange between staffs and units of all levels was almost paralyzed. Superior command, as usually, didn’t have any information about position, actions, losses of their subordinates. Army’s units and formations were searched by means of surveillance aviation, - incredible, but still a fact. Enemy was spotted “all of a sudden” dozens of kilometers (during the first days of war – and hundreds) away from front line which according to belayed reports have been presumably held by our forces (these events created countless rumors about “landing troops of German aviation”). 

        This is gospel truth. Further, Soviet “historians” with adroitness which seasoned card cheaters would only envy them of, were distorting this truth, substituting the fact of absence of communication between command stations by deliberately false thesis about “absence of technical communication facilities”. And it’s not one and the same.  

           To install communication, one needs:

- subject to contact
- subject’s wish to come into contact

- and only if first two conditions are met, then we are in the need of communication facilities (for instance,

   Drums, tom-toms, hunting horns, signal flares etc. )

          Napoleon, Suvorov and Kutuzov commanded giant armies with numerous artillery without a single telephone at all. During World War I communication in many-millioned armies with tanks and airplanes was successfully built on the base of hard-wired phones, while radio stations were rare exotic. Finally, an outstanding “communication facility” was and is a messenger on a horse, motorcycle, automobile, boat, tank, runabout, helicopter…

        “…On June 22, at 6:50 am I crossed Bug in an assault boat…Following the trace of tanks from 18th tank division, I reached a bridge across Lesna…within the first half of day on June 22 I was following the 18th TD… 
On June 23, at 4:10 am I left my control center and moved towards the 12th army corps, from which I went to 47th tank corps, in Bildeyki, 23 km to the East of Brest-Litovsk. After that I moved to 17th tank division and arrived there at 8 o’clock… After this I went to Pruzhany where control center of tank division was shifted to… 
On June 24 at 8:25 am I left my control center and went towards Slonim. On the way I came across with Russian infantry, protecting under fire the motorway …I was forced to intervene and by machinegun firing from commander’s tank forced enemy to leave their positions…at 11:30 am I arrived to command center of 17th tank division, situated on the Western outskirt of Slonim, where apart from division’s commander I met commander of 47th corps… ( 16 )          

         In such a way, G.Guderian very understandably explains why Red Army found itself on its own territory “without communication facilities”, while German army on our territory – with communication facilities. Commander of 17th Wehrmacht’s tank division just didn’t need to call anywhere. His direct chief - commander of 47th tank corps – commands the fight together with him from one command center, while the highest chief among them – commander of 2-th Tank Group, general Guderian – several times a day, under enemy’s fire, breaks through to each of his divisions. 

         And another way around – even if all Red Army’s staffs were equipped with satellite communication terminals, this wouldn’t change a thing in a situation where commanders have already been scattered or when they (commanders) don’t want to talk to superior commanders just because they have nothing good to report about. 

        And this didn’t happen to Red Army “all of a sudden” on June 22, 1941. “Having left to the spot, comrade Blyukher in every possible way tried to avoid direct communication with Moscow…for three days in a row, with faultless telegraph communication at hand, it hasn’t been possible to reach comrade Blyukher". It’s an abstract from order of People’s Commissar of defense Voroshilov № 0040 as of September 4, 1939, and this order concerned local armed conflict near Hasan lake (Far East). From the beginning of Great War, situation became immeasurably worse and no wires or radio transmitters on armed trains could establish communication in the army where commanders and staffs disappeared by hundreds and thousands. 

         Still, wires existed. In large quantities. For instance, in a single Western SMD (according to memorandum of Chief district’s staff, general major Klimovskih dated June 19, 1941) communications service had at its disposal approximately 117 000 isolators, 78 000 hooks and 261 tones of wires. (66, p.44 )  In total as of January 1, 1941 Red Army had 343 241 km of telephone and 28 147 km telegraph cables. One could wind round the Earth with this quantity along the equator nine times. 

        There were 252 376 telephone terminals of all types. On average – more than 800 terminals per each division. There was, of course, much less of telegraph terminals, “only” 11 049 items, including 247 “Baudot” terminals for encrypted communication. (4, p. 623). Still, according to general position of Soviet historians, all this is completely “not the thing”. Red Army couldn’t fight without radio transmitters. And everybody knows why – German saboteurs have cut all the cables in the very first hours of the war. And just because of this…

         Saboteurs really existed. One of every four Wehrmacht’s Tank Groups was provided with one saboteurs company out of special regiment “Brandenburg”. Regiment was composed of 2 officers, 220 non-commissioned officers and ranks, including 20-30 men knowing Russian language. (46, p. 55) This unnumbered horde had at its disposal just a few hours (for confidentiality reasons Germans started cutting the wires before the very dawn on June 22, 1941). As the world goes, there were more than 200 000 Soviet guerrillas in Belarus before operation “Bagration” started (June 1944). Time for cutting the wires was almost unlimited – the war was developing for the third year, that’s why it was useless to hide hostile acts and intentions. Was it possible at that time, in June 1941, on the same territory to cut “all wires” and leave Germany army without communication facilities? 

          Red Army also had radio transmitters (that’s why it wasn’t possible in principle to leave this army “without communication” with scissors only). As an illustration with regard to real equipping of Red Army with radio transmitters, let’s look at data of mobilization plan MP-41 (we'll come back to this extremely important document in what follows), signed by Timoshenko and Zhukov on February 12, 1941. As of January 1, 1941, armed forces of USSR had: (6, page 622-623 ) 

     - front radio stations (RAT)

 - 40 pcs. (on average, 8 per each future front out of five)
     - army and corps stations (RAF, RSB)
- 1613 pcs. (on average, 18 per each rifle and mechcorps)
     - regimental (5AK)


- 5909 pcs. (on average 4 per each regiment)
          In total – 7566 radio stations of all types. 

          It goes without saying that this number doesn’t include tank and airplane radio stations. And this is by January 1, 1941. Factories were continuing their “peaceful creative work” and by June 22 the number of radio stations should have increased even more. As such, 1941 Plan provided for production of 33 pcs. of RAT, 940 pcs. of RSB and RAF, and 1000 pcs. of 5AK. In memorandum on mobilization plan MP-41 data on RAF’s predecessor, powerful (500-watt) radio station 11-AK for unknown reason is absent, although it was present in army in large quantities. For instance, in Kiev SMD (58 divisions) as of May 10, 1941, there were 5 sets of RAT, 6 RAF, 97 RSB, 126 stations of 11-AK and 1012 regimental 5AK. (6, p. 191)  Even without regimental 5AK it turns out that each division had, on average, 4 powerful radio stations.
          Now let’s explain what all these big letters mean. 

          The least powerful radio station out of mentioned at above (5AK) had range of 25 km with telephone communication and 50 km – with telegraph communication. In other words, even though it was considered as “regimental radio station” within the Red Army, its real range was few times more than standard width of division’s defense front!  5AK had dimensions of a big trunk and could be transported in car’s body as well as in two-wheeled horse carts 
          Radio station RSB normally was installed on car’s chassis, had output up to 50 watt and provided a range of telephone communication up to 300 km, i.e. within Army’s or even Front’s zone of action. RAF is much more powerful (400-500 watt) set of equipment, installed on two trucks ZIS-5.

          The true wonder of engineering in 1940s could be the RAT set. Incredible power (1.2 kilowatt) allowed to provide telephone communication up to 600 km and telegraph communication up to 2000 km. Transmitter pattern allowed to operate at 381st fixed communication channel with self-tuning frequency. To transport the RAT equipment together with offline power supply system one needed to use three ZIS-5 trucks, crew of the station included 17 men. It’s noteworthy that according to mobilization plan MP-41, Red Army was supposed to have 117 (!!!) front sets of RAT. In reality Red Army reached Berlin (in 1945), never having more than 50 of RATs at the same time…
         Apart from mentioned at above powerful automobile radio stations, Red Army had adopted tens of thousands of mobile radio stations of battalion or even company’s level (RB, RBK, RBS, RBM), with output of 1-3 watt and range of 10-15 km. As of January 1, 1941 there were 35 617 pcs of these radio stations. More than 100 radio stations of tactical level per each division. Of course, it’s very-very little…

         In a large article with expressive title “Background of defeat in Belarus” author informs the readers with sorrowful sighs that forces of Western SMD were provided with “regimental radio stations up for 41%, battalion – 58%, company’s – 70%” (56). And he’s completely right – there was no staff manning. According to manning table of Red Army’s rifle division of 1941 pattern, each howitzer artillery regiment was supposed to have 37 radio stations (for 36 howitzers), artillery regiment – 25 radio stations (for 24 guns), 3 radio stations for rifle regiment and 5 radio stations per every third regiment’s battalion.
          Despite many-millioned copies of rumors, radio transmitter was installed both in armed train and in tanks. As early as in 1933 a special tank radio station 71-TK-1 went into series production. This short-wave receive/transmit simplex radio station provided range of telephone communication on the way up to 15 km, at stops – up to 30 km and in telegraph mode – up to 50 km. These radio stations were installed also on armed vehicles BA-10/20. At least, one radio transmitter was installed on tank of platoon’s commander (i.e. on every third tank). Practically, by the beginning of the war 35-40% of tanks were equipped with receive/transmit radio stations. For instance, not the best equipped 19th tank division (163 tanks, i.e. half from standard number, without any T-34 or KV tanks) by July 10, 1941 had:

- 2 powerful radio stations RSBs

- 4 regimental radio stations 5AKs

- 16 battalion RBs

- 85 tank 71-TK-1s

          This was the Red Army of June 1941 pattern. June 25, 1941 was set for regular meeting of Main Military Council, where, at last, the final version of Field Service Regulation PU-39 had to be approved. Tasks set before the Red Army, were formulated in this document with utmost clarity:

        “…If enemy draws us into war, Red Army will be the most attacking army ever. We will fight a war offensively, with the most decisive goal of utter defeat of the enemy on its own territory. Red Army will fight to annihilate. The main goal of the Red Army will be a decisive victory and complete defeat of the enemy…
        … Any fight – offensive or defensive – has the goal of defeating the enemy. But only a decisive offensive on main direction, completed with encirclement and relentless chase, lead to a complete destruction of enemy’s forces and facilities. Offensive fight is the main type of action of Red Army… 
        … In any conditions and in any cases powerful blows of Red Army shall lead to a complete defeat of the enemy and prompt decisive victory, shedding hardly any blood…

       … Offensive is the main type of fight, allowing to destroy the enemy and reach outright victory…Offensive is evidence of superiority over the enemy”.
